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1 
This invention relates to improvements in dis- 
play signs for use on containers. 
In certain types of vending machines, con- 
tainers for the articles to be vended are closed 
at their upper ends to protect the articles against 
contamination and open af their lower ends for 
discharging the articles, for example, through a 
coin-controlled vending apparatus, and when 
placing articles into the container, the same must 
stand in an inverted position. It is desirable to 
provide on the upper part of the container a 
sign or display device which describes the con- 
tents of the container or supplies the prospective 
purchaser with other information. When signs 
of this type are permanently mounted on the 15 
containers for the goods, if is dicult for the 
attendant to support the container in inverted 
position when servicing the machine and replen- 
ïshing the supply of articles in the container. 
It is, consequently, an object of this invention 20 
to provide a container of this type with a display 
sign which is so mounted that when the container 
is inverted the sign forms a base for supporting 
the container in inverted position. 
Another object of this invention is fo provide 25 
a display device of this type which is pivotally 
mounted on the container so that it will be sup- 
ported in an upwardly extending direction on 
the upper portion thereof, and so that it may be 
swung into a position to constitute a base for 30 
supporting the container in inverted position. 
A further object is to provide improved means 
for mounting a combined display device and base 
on a container of globular or partly spherical 
shape. 35 
Other objects and advantages will be apparent 
from the following description of one embodiment 
of the invention and the novel features will be 
particularly p0inted out hereinafter in connection 
with the appended claires. 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevation of the upper portion 
of  vending machine including an article con- 
tainer and having a combined display device and 
container supporting base embodying this inven- 
tion mounted thereon. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof. 
Fig. 3 is a side elevation thereof, showing the 
container inverted and the display device serving 
as a base for supporting the container. 
Fig. 4 is a top plan view thereoÏ, partly in 
section, on line 4--4, Fig. 2. 
Fig. 5 is a 'fragmentary, sectional elevation 
thereof, on line --, Fig. 4. 
Fig. 6 is a fragmentary, sectional elevation 
thereof, on line 6--6, Fig. 5. 
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I hve shown mY ïnventiòn, by way of example 
as applied te a globular or parly spherica] 'glaSs 
container 6 which may contain  articles, such for 
example as gum or candy halls. The upper .end 
5 of the container is flatened and the lower end 
bas a connectïng neck portion 9, including a part 
(not shown) Which ïs heid within a spli.t ring ! 0 
which, in turn, is suitably secured to the upper 
end of a housing or caSing ! forming a part of 
10 a vending machine, sueh for exampe, as shown 
in my pending application, Serial No. 42,26. A 
glass container ïs preferred for sanitary reasons 
and also for the purp0se of displaing the goods 
or articles in the container. Consequently, if is 
desirable to keep the container free from adver- 
tising marrer or the like so as hot to obstruct the 
view of the contents thereo]. However, certain 
advertising or informational marrer is desirable 
for use in cormection with machines of this kind 
fo supply prospective purchasers with information 
with reference to the goods or articles to be 
vended, or other information. In servicing 
chines of this type the split ring 8 is released 
from the housing ! when the container is in 
inverted position, and the small, flattened upper 
surface of containers of this type have been round 
inadequate to properly support the apparatus in 
inverted position when being filled with the arti- 
cles to be vended, and while the casing !! nd 
the mecharfism contained therein is removed from 
or replaced on the container. 
In accbrdance with this invention, I provide a 
display member generally designated ! 2, which is 
pivotally mounted on the upper end of the con- 
tainer in such manner that it may be moved into 
an upwardly extending display position, in which 
any reading marrer or the like carried thereby 
may be readily seen, and into another position in 
which the display member is in a position sub- 
40 stantially perpendicular fo the vertical axis of 
the container. In the latter position, wher the 
container is inverted, the display member !2 con- 
stitutes a base for supporting the container on a 
table or the like while being serviced. 
45 The display member may be mounted on the 
container in any suitable or desired manner, and 
in the construction illustrated by way of example, 
I provide a supporting plate or member ! 4 on the 
upper end of the container 8 and on which the 
50 display member !2 is pivotally mounted. This 
supporting member may be of any desired con- 
struction and may be mounted on the container 
in any suitable or desired manner. In the con- 
struction illustrated, I have provided a ring 
5 through which the neck portion 0 of the container 
may be inserted, and the supporting plate 



which is preferably of circular form is provided 
with an annular, downwardly extending flange ! 6 
extending downwardly along the curved or sub- 
stantially spherical surface of the container, the 
intermediate portion of the supporting plate !4 5 
resting upon the fiat, Upper end !7 of the con- 
tainer, see particularly Fig. 5. 
In ortier.fo connect the supporting plate with 
the ring !5, I provide a plurality of connecting 
wires !9 and 20. Three of these wires are suffi- I0 
cient fo hold the supporting plate in correct posi- 
tion, but more may be employed if desired. The 
ends of the wires !9 are provided with turned- 
over loops 22 ai opposite ends thereof which ex- 
tend through apertures formed in the ring !5 55 
and in the bevelled or flanged portions !6 of the 
supporting plate. The wire 20 has suitable ten- 
sioning means associated therewith, so that the 
supporting plate will be tightly seated on the 
container 8 and» in the construction illustrated0 20 
the wire bas loops 24 at opposite ends thereof 
simflar to the loops 22 and is shorter than the 
wire !. A spring 25 may be provided at either 
end of this wire, for example, the lower loop 24 
may be connected through an aperture in the 25 
ring ! 5 and the upper loop may be connected with 
the coil spring 25, one end of which engages the 
upper eye 24 of the wire and the other end of 
which passes through a lug or projection 26, pref- 
erab]y stamped out of the supporting member or n0 
plate !4. The tensioning means serres to se- 
curely seat the supporting plate or member !4 
on the upper end of the container 8 so that the 
two wire members ! as well as the wire member 
2 will be under tension. Any other means for 5 
mounting the supporting Plate on a container 
may be provided if desired. 
The display member ! 2 may be suitably mount- 
ed on this supporting plate in any desired 
manner, and in the construction shown for this 40 
purpose, the supporting plate bas a pair of up- 
wardly extending lugs 28 which may be struck 
out of the supporting plate and bent upwardly, 
and the display member preferably includes a 
backing plate 2 which bas a pair of ears 8 bent 45 
rearwardly from the backing plate. Holes are 
provided in the ears 8 and the lugs 28 through 
which a pivot pin 8 ! may pass, so that the back- 
ing plate may swing relatively to the suPporting 
member or plate !4 about the axis of the pivot 50 
pin 8f. As wi]l be hereinafter explained, the 
lugs and ears are preferably so located that the 
pivot pin 8! will be spaced ata substantial dis- 
tance from the vertical axi of the container to 
produce a steady support for the container when 55 
the same is inverted. 
The backing plate is preferably also provided at 
the lower end thereof with a forwardly project- 
ing flange or extension 38 which may abut against 
the upper surface of the supporting plate ! 4 when 
the disp]ay device !2 is in its upper position. 
This flange or lip 88 also acts as a foot which 
tests on a table top or other supporting surface 
when supporting the container in inverted posi- 
tion, as shown in Fig. 3. Stops are also provided 
on the backing plate and supporting plate to 
]imit the swinging of the backing plate in the 
opposite direction. In the particular construc- 
tion shown by way of example for this purpose, 
the backing plate is provided with a rearwardly 
extending pressed-out portion 84 and the sup- 
Dorting plate is provided with a corresponding]y 
upwardly pressed-out portion 85, these pressed- 
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base for the inerted container, these pressed-out 
portions engage each other as shown in Fig. 3 
to limit the extent to which the container and 
display device may swing relatively to each other. 
The stops 84 and 85 are preferably so formed 
that the display member 12 may swing slightly 
beyond a position ata right angle to the vertical 
axis of the container, so that the container when 
in inverted position as shown in Fig. 3 will lean 
slightly away from the hinge pin 3 !, so that there 
wfll be less tendency of the container to become 
upset while swinging about the hinge pin. 
Any suitable means may be provided for sup- 
porting the display device !2 in a substantially 
upright or slightly rearward]y inclined position 
when the container is in its normal or upright 
position. Preferably a spring of any suitable 
type is provided for normally urging the backing 
plate in the desired upwardly extending or dis- 
play position as shown in Figs. 1, 2, 4 and 5. In 
the construction shown, a spring is provided hav- 
ing an upwardly extending leg 8 of substantially 
inverted J-shape formed fo bear against the 
back of the backing plate 29. The lower ends of 
the legs of the J-shaped part terminate in coils 
3 through which the pivot pin 8! may extend, 
and the colis terminate in rearwardly extending 
arms 8 which engage the supporting plate !4. 
In order to hold the spring in placet a boss or 
lug 42 is struck out rearwardly îrom the backing 
plate so that it is straddled by means of the 
J-shaped leg 38 of the spring and the two legs 
 of the spring may extend into apertures in the 
supporting plate !4. These legs 4 are provided 
with foot portions 44 which extend through the 
holes 45 in the supporting plate and under an 
upward]y bent integral ridge or bead 46 of the 
supporting plate as c]early shown in Fig. 4. The 
spring is so biased that it will tend to swing the 
backing plate into its upper position. However, 
the spring is hot sufficiently strong to prevent the 
display device from being readi]y fo]ded into the 
position shown in Fig. 3 and wfil hot tend to tip 
over the container when the saine is in its 
inverted position and resting on the display 
device as shown in Fig. 3. 
Any suitab]e or desired means may be attached 
to the backing plate for supporting cards or the 
like thereon, and in the construction shown, a 
card supporting plate 58 is welded or otherwise 
sccured o the front face of the backing plate. 
The plate B0 rnay be constructed to support cards 
in any suitab]e manner, for example, by means 
of turned-over fla.nges 5! and 2 formed at the 
edges of the card supporting plate. The lower 
end of this plate may be provided with an out- 
ward!y projecting ridge or bead 58 on which the 
lower ends of the cards may test, and an 
ward]y extending lip 5 îormed integral with 
60 the card supporing plate and spaced from the 
front face of that plate, is arranged so that a 
part of the lower edge of a card may be inserted 
between this lip and the front face of the card 
supporing plate. If desired, a suitable emblem 
65 or decoration 56 may be arranged at the top of 
the di3play device which may be held in place 
between an upwardly projecting part 5 of the 
card supporting plate and an upwardly extend- 
ing part 58 of the backing plate, and this emblem 
ïo or decoration rnay be secured in place between 
the two plates by means of rivets-59 or the like. 
This ernblern and the parts 5 and 53 may how- 
ever be omitted if de3ired. If desired, the card 
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tions 60 which may, if desired, engage the con- 
tainer 8 or the wires t9 when the display device 
is in its upwardiy extending position, thus form- 
ing additional stops to limit the swinging of the 
display device. 
By means of the construction described the 
display device will be normally held in its up- 
wardly extending position by means of the 
spring. When the container is inverted and sup- 
ported in the position shown in Fig. 3 for filling 
the container, this spring readily yields to permit 
the display member to swing into position sub- 
stantially perpendicular to the vertical axis of the 
container so that the display member may act 
as a supporting base for the container. When 
the container is again inverted into its normal 
or operative position, the display device will auto- 
matically be moved by means of the spring into 
ifs upward]y extending position. 
It will be understood that various changes in 
the details, materials, and arrangements of parts 
which bave been herein described and illustrated 
in order to explain the nature of the invention, 
may be ruade by those skilled in the art withirt 
the principle and scope of the invention, as 
expressed in the appended claires. 
I claire as my invention: 
1. In a combined display sign and supporting 
base for a container having its upper end 
enclosed and open at its lower end to receive and 
discharge articles, that improvement which 
includes a supporting member secured to the 
upper end of said container, a display member 
pivotal]y mounted on said supporting member, 
means for supporting said display member in an 
upwardly extending display position, and stops 
for ]imiting the swinging of said display member 
into a position substantially perpendicular to the 
vertical axis of said container, in which position 
said display member constitutes a base for sup- 
porting said container in inverted position. 
2. A combined display sign and supporting base 
according to claire 1, in which said display ruera- 
ber comprises a backing plate which is pivotally 
mounted on said supporting member and which 
includes a card supporting plate secured to said 
backing plate and provided with means for sup- 
porting a display card thereon. 
3. A combined display sign and supporting base 
according to claire 1, in which said display ruera- 
ber includes a forwardly extending projection at 
the lower portion thereof for engaging said sup- 
porting member to limit the swinging of said dis- 
play member into its upwardly extending posi- 
tion. 
4. A combined sign and supporting base for a 
container having its uPper end closed and open 
at its lower end to receive and discharge articles, 
that improvement which includes a display mem- 

6 
ber, means for pivotally mounting said display 
member on the upper end of said container to 
enable said display member to swing into an 
upwardly extending display position and into a 
5 position substantially perpendicular to the ver- 
tical axis of said container, and parts on said 
display member extending downwardly into po- 
sition to engage said container to limit the ex- 
tent to which said displaY member may be swung 
I0 into said upwardly extending position, said dis- 
play member when swung into said substantially 
perpendicular position serving to support said 
container when in inverted position. 
5. A combined display sign and supporting 
15 base for a container of substantially globular 
form with outwardly bulging sides, a ring ex- 
tending about the lower portion of said container 
and held against upward movement by said out- 
wardly bulging sides, a supporting member af- 
20 ranged on the upper portion of said container, 
curved rods connecting said ring and said sup- 
porting member for securing said supporting 
member in fixed relation to the upper portion of 
said container, and a display member pivotally 
25 mounted on said supporting member and mova- 
ble into an upwardly extending display position 
and into a position substantially perpendicular 
to the upright axis of said container for sup- 
porting said container when in inverted position. 
30 6. A combined display sign and supporting base 
according to claire 5, in which tensioning means 
are associated with one of said rods for yield- 
ingly urging said supporting member into seat- 
ing relation to the upper end of said container. 
35 7. In a combined display sign and supporting 
base for a container having ifs upper end en- 
closed and open at its lower end to receive and 
discharge articles, that improvement which in- 
cludes a supportlng member secured to the upper 
40 end of said container, a display member pivotally 
mounted on said supporting member, means for 
supporting said display member in an upwardly 
extending display position, said display member 
having a forwardly extending projection at the 
lower end thereof which projection limits the 
45 swinging of said display member into ifs up- 
wardly extending position, said projection acting 
as a foot to test on a supporting surface when 
said container is inverted and said display ruera- 
ber serves as a supporting base therefor. 
50 IORD S. MASON. 
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